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HISTORIC NAME OF STRUCTURE {INCLUOE SOURCE FOR NAME) HABS 0.

P. B. CORNWALL BUTLDING (Local source.) CAL~1257

SECONOARY OR COMMON NAMES OF STRUCTURE
Restored asg Smith Building, 1970s.

COMPLETE AODRESS (DESCRIBE LOCATION FOR RURAL SITES)
1011-1013 Second St.

OATE OF CONSTRUCTION (TNCLUOE SOURCEJ |ARCHITECT(S) (INCLUDE SOURCE)
First story built ea. 1853, second

gtory added ca. 1865, N

SIGNIFICANCE (ARCHITECTURAL ANO HI1SToRICAL, INMCLUDE ORTGINAL USE OF SVRUCTURE)
Building's name taken from a prominent local politician who was the owner of two previous
buildings on this site. Typical commercial structure of 0ld Sacramento in mid~1800s.

STYLE (IF APPROPRIATE)

MATERIAL OF CONSTRUCTION (INCLUGE STRUCTURAL SYSTEHS)
' Brick, two stordies, flat roof.

AND OIMENSIONS OF STRUCTURE (SKETCHEO FLOOR PLANS ON SEPARATE PAGES ARE ACCEPTABLE)
i‘Rectangular shape.

EXTERIOR FEATURES OF NOTE Five-bay front with central “rusticated" slightly projecting bay
has cornice missing, second floor has round-arched double~hung windows with round-headed drip
molding end tapered label stops, first floor has four. gegmentally arched openings with molded

archivolts, resting on cornices of pilasters below, central.round-headéd arch opening has plaster
ate Florentine surround asnd rustication :

iaeorad Lo simnl
INTERIQOR FEATURES OF MOTE (OESCRIQE fLAOR PLANS, I[F NOT SKETCHED)

[HAJOR ALTERATIONS AND ADUITIONS WITH OATES

Restored as Smith building, 1970s.

[PRESENT CONO!T1ON ANO USE

{OTHER INFORMATION AS APPROPRIATE

iﬂcss OF INFORHATION (INCLUOE LISTING ON NATIGNAL REGISTER STATE REGISTERS, ETC.)
¥y B Woodbrldge Architectur&l Historian, Berkeley, California,

-

'[COMPTLER, AFFILIATION . Lucy Pope Wheeler, HABS Writer/Editor . DATE - 11/k/80
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TE P. B. CORNWALL BUILDING B =D,
Sacrerarto, Sacramernto County, California L,‘q._..
Address: 1011~1013 Second Street
Cceoupant: Vacan :
‘Lse: Stores on fround fleoory offices on second floor, In later years a

restaurant and recorming house,

ARCFITECTURAL AND HISTORICAL STENITICANCE

While P.B. Cormwall never owned or occupied the existing so-called P.B. Corfma.ll
Builcing, he had owred ard occupied two earlier buildings presumably on the same
site; the first being destroyed in the fire of Novermber 2, 1852; the second (built
circa 1853) beJ.nG rebuilt or raised to the new higher grade of Seconcl Street in -
1855

FEISTORICAL IN“C?YA’“IOP | -

Pierre Barlow Cornwall was from New York, arriving in Sacrarento early in 1848.
He was an early business associate of Samuel Brannan and Priest €& lee, establish-
. ing one cf the earliest real estate brckerages in Sacramento. .He is 1ls‘t:ed as
occupying a "land of;lce" at 41 Second Street in Sacrarento's first dﬁectory

of 1850 : :

After Cap *c_Lrﬁ Willier K. Varner had surveyed and laid out the new city of
Secramentc in December of 1848 for John A. Sutter, Jr., Cornwall claimed to have
bu.'th Sacraento's first building in February of 1549 for Pm.est & lee.

In nds directory For 1§50, J. Horace Culver claimed the first building was erected
gt Tront gl WM Sereets por San Imernan in January of 18493 the Fensley and
Reacing builcing T ro-rt ana V"IN Sireets peirg secord, and Priest & lee & Co.

at Second and "I Streets being third, &t any rate, Cornwall was one of the

first te devote all of his effor*ts to real estate.

Cormwall was one of the first councilren chosen to form a city govermment in
Juiy of l&hﬂ, enc hc w.s elected representative of Sacremento District in the
Asserbly cf the first State Legislature in 1850, } I

Cortwall is last listed as a resicdent of Sacramento in the 1858-55 Directory.
Tne address, 4l Secone Street, under the old street murhering system that main-
tained witil 1880, would correspond to the present address of 1011 Second Street,
543 correcpending to 1013.

Die  te the flood of 1861-£2, Second Street was raise¢ a storv height in 1865,
&t wiich time the bullding was owned by Ella C. Smith, who was probably respon- -
sible for either raising or rebul.chlrg the building to the new street level,

In 1870 Ctto hanson rairtained his tailor shop and residence at 43 Second (1013)
treet. ' : ' '
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& ssoooman staTrToRNCD

The mresent condition of the front facade, while lacking the main cornice and
OLLL;nal sash and doors of the pround flcoor openinps, reteins encugh of the
_architectural cetails fren the 1855 pericd to give a good idea of its appearance
at that tine. The paneled pilasters between arched openings of the ground floor;
filattened arcnes, Lelt course at second floor window sills; rounded, arched
second floor windows with moulded drip-—woulds terminating on ormarental brackets
‘at arch aﬁring-line; sinulated masonry unin_PusthoIlOES, etc.; are all details
similar 1f not identical to those of both the Rialto Building at 228-23C "J"
Street ana the Apollo Luilidine at 226-230 "K' Sireet. Both of these latter
buildings had the secornd floors added in 1885, and it may have been that the
P.B. Cornwall Bu1lalng was also but a cne story bu1ld1ng uritil the raising of
Seconc S""Deet in 1865,

- REFERENCES:

1. Sacramento Directories; 1850-1870

2. Soorererto Gutoe ooty {Tes 1639)

3. Sacranentc Sagaj; (L540)

4. John A, Sutter, Jr., Statement; (1855) _

S. EHAES drawings &~d photographs of Rialte and Apolle Buildings

Prepared by

Clyde F, Trudell, Architect
Anril 196¢ S
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